
 

 

December 17, 2003

  Business Home

  Automotive

  Columnists

  Personal Finance

  Personal Tech.

  punchbutton

  Scott Burns

  Stocks / Quotes

  Technology

 
Local ads from the 

paper and more!

HomeCenter

MoveCenter

Cars.com

JobCenter

DatingCenter

TicketCenter

Other categories

Marketplace

Newspaper ads

Photo Store

Front Page Store

News Archive

Services for 

newspaper 

subscribers

My DallasNews.com

Register

Account 

Business
Business | Personal Finance | Stocks / Quotes | Technology

Landmark will be 
revamped - again 

Retail, residential tower will overlook 
park, have views of downtown 

12:12 AM CST on Tuesday, December 16, 2003 

By STEVE BROWN / The Dallas Morning 
News 

A faded Oak Cliff landmark soon may get a 
new life as luxury apartments and retail 
space. 

The 74-year-old Cliff Towers building at 
Zang and Colorado boulevards is scheduled 
to be converted into retail space and 142 apartments in a combination of 
renovation and new construction. 

The project will cost $15 million to $20 million and is set to begin in six to 
eight months, according to developers who unveiled their plans Monday. 

ISG Architecture 
As shown in an artist's rendering, Cliff Towers will be 
accompanied by new, adjoining three-story buildings. 

A partnership, 
including former 
Dallas assistant city 
manager Levi Davis 
and businessmen 
David Willis and 
Gary Sanders, has 
purchased the 
vacant red brick 
high-rise 
overlooking Lake 
Cliff Park and 
downtown Dallas. 

In recent decades, it had been used for seniors housing. 

The original tower, which was built in the late 1920s as a hotel, will be 
reconfigured into 62 apartments. Eighty apartments will be built in adjoining 
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three-story buildings. 

"We are going to make the old building the focal point and do other units 
around it," said Mr. Sanders. "We are going to put the building back in its 
original form, and we are going to enhance it." 

The development – renamed Renaissance on the Lake – will include a new 
parking garage and a retail addition with room for restaurants and a fitness 
center. 

Planning 

Mr. Sanders said the new owners have spent about eight months studying 
the project. He said surveys show the tower has only small amounts of toxic 
asbestos, which often plagues older buildings and causes high renovation 
expenses. 

"Our engineer said it's the most structurally sound building he has ever 
seen," Mr. Sanders said. 

ISG Architecture and Dwight G. Hartwick Architect have been hired to plan 
the project. And Precept Builders will be the general contractor. 

"We started work on this project four years ago when another developer was 
looking at it," said Ken Killian, principal with ISG Architecture. "It's a 
fantastic location and a beautiful building to begin with." 

A nursing home operator abandoned the building three years ago because of 
the need for costly repairs. It has been empty since. 

Cliff Towers has remained virtually unchanged while the neighborhood 
around it has begun to redevelop. 

"I have lived down the street and looked at this building for 17 years and 
wondered when its day would come," said Dallas Mayor Laura Miller who 
lives in Kessler Park. "You are going to get an amazing residential and 
restaurant project." 

The developers plan to fund the deal with a combination of financing from 
GMAC Mortgage and public sector incentives. 

The 12-story tower has a checkered past. 

It went bust in 1926, before construction was finished. Three years later, 
investors E.W. Morten and Charles Mangold purchased it and spent two years 
completing it. 

Mr. Mangold led efforts to build the Houston Street Viaduct connecting 
downtown and North Oak Cliff, where his new project was located. 

Area revival 

Cliff Towers operated as a residential hotel until the mid-1950s, when it was 
converted into a nursing home. The top floor of the building once housed the 
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studio for KLIF radio. 

Sarah White, who has worked in the building for 30 years and still watches 
over the property, said the building had a cafeteria, a beauty salon and a 
recreation room on the 11th floor. 

"I don't know if it's true, but they used to say that Bonnie and Clyde spent 
the night here when it was a hotel," Mrs. White said. 

The area around Cliff Towers is enjoying a renaissance. Just across the 
street, developer JPI is finishing work on the second phase of its Jefferson at 
Kessler Park apartment community with more than 200 units. 

E-mail stevebrown@dallasnews.com 
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